
CONTRACTS  
 
Professor Tayyab Mahmud   
 
  SYLLABUS & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
Required Texts: 
Studies in Contract Law (Murphy, Speidel & Ayres eds. 6th ed.2003). 
Rules of Contract Law (Knapp et. Al. eds.) 
 
Office Hours: 
Office: Room 461 Phone: (206) 398-4148 E-mail: mahmud@seattleu.edu 
Office Hours: Being accessible to students is very important to me. I do not restrict the 
hours during which I will meet with students. If you cannot make it during designated 
office hours you may make an appointment to see me. Even otherwise, if you have a 
pressing question just stop by my office any time. I am in my office most of the day. 
 
Class Attendance, Preparation & Participation: 
Class attendance and preparation are mandatory and essential to a coherent understanding 
of the subject. The success of the course depends on the thorough preparation and 
participation of all members. If you are not prepared, you might as well not be in class. 
 
Preparation for class includes carefully reading the assigned material and working 
through the assigned notes and problems. For each case be prepared to discuss the facts, 
arguments of the parties, the applicable law, the judge's perspective and policy 
implications. Be prepared to discuss the problems given at the end of different sections 
and answer the questions they pose. 
 
Participation in class is a critical part of learning the law. I expect you to come to every 
class prepared to engage in critical, creative thinking and discussion. I will call on 
students randomly, and will also ask for volunteers. Class participation will count for 
20% of your final grade. 
 
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Being late for class and lack of 
preparation for class will be counted as an absence.  
 
Tape Recording of Classes: 
Tape recording of classes in NOT permitted. 
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I.  BASES OF PROMISORY LIABILITY  pp.36-190 
 
1.  Bargain Contract:  Promise Plus Consideration 

(A) Bargain Requirement 
      (B)  Sufficiency of Exchange 
2.  Moral Obligation:  Promise Plus Antecedent Benefit 
3. Promissory Estoppel:  Promise Plus Unbargained-For Reliance 
4. Formalities in Contracting:  The Statute of Frauds 
      (A)  Formalities in Contracting:  Promise Plus Seal or Other Form 
      (B)  The Statute of Fraud 
 
II.   THE BARGAIN RELATIONSHIP. Pp. 230-449 
 
1. The Agreement Process:  Manifestation of Mutual Assent 
      (A)  Ascertainment of Assent:  The “Objective” Test 
      (B)  Offer:  Creation of Power of Acceptance 
      (C)  Acceptance:  Exercise of Power of Acceptance 
      (D)  Termination of Offer:  Destruction of Power of Acceptance 
      (E)  Irrevocable Offer:  Nondestructible Power of Acceptance 
 
2.  Insufficient or Defective Formulation of Agreement:  Indefinite, Incomplete, and 

Deferred Terms 
      (A)  Defective Formulation and expression of Agreement 
      (B)  Indefinite Agreements 
      (C)  Incomplete and Deferred Agreement 

(D) Remedies Where Agreement Incomplete or Indefinite 
 
III.AVOIDANCE OF CONTRACTS.  Pp. 450-613 

 
1. Capacity to Contract 

(A) Infancy 
(B) Mental Competence 

 
2. Defects in the Bargaining Process 

 
(A) Unilateral and Mutual Mistake 
(B) Fraud & Duty to Disclose 
(C) Duress & Undue Influence 
(D) Unconscionability 

 
3. Illegality: Unenforceability on Grounds of Public Policy 

 
 
IV. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE 
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1. Determining Scope and Content of Obligation 
a. Parol Evidence Rule 
b. Interpretation 

 
2. The Duty of Good Faith 

a. Scope and Content of the Duty of Good Faith 
b. Prevention, Hindrance and the Duty of Cooperation 
c. Exercise of Reserved Discretion 
d. Modification 
e. Termination of Contractual Relations 

 
3. Condition 

a. Express Conditions 
b. Constructive Conditions 

 
4. Defenses to Performance 

a. Impracticability 
b. Frustration of Purpose 

 
V. BREACH OF CONTRACT & REMEDIAL RESPONSES 
 

1. Right to suspend performance & Anticipatory Breach 
2. Compensatory Damages 
3. Equitable Remedies 
4. Liquidated Damages 
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